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matic drawings, and diagrams. Numerous footnotes refer the reader to some 
of the best psychological, physiological, and pedagogical works written in, or 
translated into, the English language. 

The first part deals with the different aspects of attention. Under the 
objective aspect, the phenomena of clearness and distinctness, persistence, 
fluctuation, unity, facilitation, and arrest are described, illustrated, and ex- 
plained. The psychophysical aspect treats, in the mental side, simple assim- 
ilation, free association or revival, and deliberation; on the neural side, the 
three levels of the sensori-motor paths. Organic changes of respiration, vaso- 
constriction, and circulation, sensory accommodation and fixation, motor 
diffusion, innervation, and control, and fatigue, constitute the physiological 
aspect of attention. 

The second part of the book deals with the motor and ideal aspects of in- 
terest. Interest is defined as "an attitude taken towards a situation, and 
characterized, (i) by motor tendencies and feelings of expectation, anticipation, 
and strain, (2) by meaning implicit in the situation or by free images and ideas, 
and (3) by a reference or attitude and ideal content to some future condition 
of the self." Curiosity, expectation, and conscious desire are described as 
the three kinds of interest. 

In the third part, educational principles for practical application in the 
classroom are derived from the facts of attention and interest. 

L. R. Geissler. 
Cornell University. 

David-Frederic Strauss: La vie et L'muvre. Par Albert Levy. Paris, Felix 

Alcan, 1901. — pp. 295. 

In this book we have an account of the life and works of David-Frederic 
Strauss which, although critical, is still sympathetic and appreciative in tone. 
The work of Strauss is frequently said to be unimportant because he lacked 
originality, and hence failed to make any positive contribution to the philosophy 
of the nineteenth century. But our author here reminds us that a writer 
who understood the great intellectual movements of the nineteenth century 
so well that he was in many cases better able to express them than were their 
originators, deserves to be remembered as a foremost representative and inter- 
preter of the thought of the time. Moreover, a certain sort of originality 
may be claimed for Strauss; for at two critical periods marked by widespread 
uncertainty and confusion of thought, along with not a little insincerity and 
evasion, he dared to say the decisive word needed to define the issues and 
prepare the way for a new formulation of religious truth: in 1835 when in his 
Leben Jesu he declared the gospel accounts to be mythical, and in 1872 when 
he asserted in his Der alte und der neue Glaube that the new evolutionary sci- 
ence compels us to abandon the old faith for a new doctrine. — It was Strauss's 
main thesis that the eternal life of spirit possesses a reality superior to that 
of the natural process in time. This absolutism prevented religion, always the 
absorbing intellectual interest of Strauss, from exerting an effective and in- 
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spiring influence in his life. For such absolutism always tends to discourage 
effort and to separate the interests of religion from the cause of human 
progress and social evolution. 

Henry W. Wright. 

Lake Forest. 

he probleme de Taction. Par Gustave Rodrigues. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1909. 
— pp. iv, 203. 

This work is an essay on the methodology of practical ethics, in which the 
author attempts to indicate a fruitful method of dealing with moral questions. 
His aim is not to give a system, but to demonstrate that morality is an accom- 
plished fact. Morality depends upon man's relations with his fellows. With- 
out possible conflicts of wills, morality loses its point. It consists neither 
in abstractions nor in an isolated conscience; that hypothesis involves a con- 
tradiction. Conscience is a function of the environment which acts upon it 
and upon which it reacts. Morality is a man in the presence of another, one 
will in conflict with another will (p. 13). The book contains a preface and 
seven chapters with the following headings: "Le probleme de Taction," "La 
pratique morale et les pratiques materielles," "La conscience et les especes," 
"Le criterium moral externe: Timperatif categorique," "Le criterium moral 
interne: l'intime conviction," "Les contradictions internes de Taction: les 
conflits de devoirs," "Les contradictions externes des actions: les conflits de 
doctrines." 

One can only indicate in a very inadequate way some of the conclusions 
arrived at in this interesting and well-written book. The author is particu- 
larly interested to discover how the moral problem appears to conscience at 
the precise moment when decision is made. Morality, in its essence, is found 
to be a kind of restraint, an ideal jurisdiction, and the sphere of morality, 
though wider, has the same point of view as the sphere of law. "En leur 
essence, ils sont fondamentalement le mgrne: juridique ou morale, il y a 
toujours une obligation et il n'y a jamais qu'une obligation" (pp. 7-8). Con- 
science is an internal judge and lawgiver whose business consists in settling 
moral conflicts. "La conscience est un code interieur qui legifere a sa facon 
et un juge interieur qui applique la loi par lui-meme prescrite" (p. 6). But 
moral conflicts can arise only in a subject conscious of his defects as well as 
of his ability and duty to rise to better things. "L'homme est moral parce 
qu'il n'est qu'une partie de ce qu'il vent itre, parce qu'il se contraint a etre 
plus que ce qu'il est" (p. n). The saint who has not had moral conflicts is 
no more moral than is the animal that follows his natural tendencies. 

The internal conflict of different forms of obligation is, in general, found 
to be a battle between the past and present. It is due to the antagonism 
between old principles on the one hand and new ideas on the other. Hence 
the morality of the individual is made up of gropings and approximations 
(pp. 149-151). In much the same way the author explains the diversity of 
moral conceptions. Morality is relative and, in its evolution, appears as a 



